
EASTERN WHITE PINE  *MICHIGAN STATE TREE 
Fine feathery needles, open canopy, straight trunk 

Mature Height: 50 - 80 feet
Mature Width:  20 - 40 feet 
Light Exposure: Full sun / partial sun 
Soil Preference: Acid soil, moist, well - drained 
Growth Rate: Fast, moderate 
Wildlife Attraction: Wildlife Browse

TREE SEEDLING GUIDE 2023

WHITE SPRUCE, CONIFER
Large, pyramidal evergreen with aromatic foliage and a uniform

habit / Shallow spreading root system
 

Mature Height: 40 - 60 feet
Mature Width:  10 - 20 feet 
Light Exposure: Full sun / partial sun 
Soil Preference: Moist, well - drained soil 
Growth Rate: Slow
Wildlife Attraction: Birds, Small mammals, Browsers

NORTHERN WHITE CEDAR, CONIFER
 

White cedars are evergreens that grow in a narrow, pyramid shape. They
often have crooked or twisting trunks. Cedars can be identified by their scale-

like needles, which are flat and fan-shaped. 
 

Mature Height: 30 - 50 feet
Mature Width:  10 - 15 feet 

Light Exposure: Full sun / partial sun  
Soil Preference: Prefers alkaline soils and moist, well-drained soils. 

It will tolerate dry sites and road salts. 
Growth Rate: Moderate 

Wildlife Attraction: Birds, Small mammals, Browsers, Deer 
 

Pinus strobus

NORWAY SPRUCE, CONIFER
Large, pyramidal tree with long, cylindrical cones / Shallow

spreading root system / Often used as a windbreak 
 

Mature Height: 40 - 60 feet
Mature Width:  25 - 30 feet 

Light Exposure: Full sun / partial sun 
Soil Preference: Acid soil, Alkaline soil  

Growth Rate: Moderate, fast 
Wildlife Attraction: Birds, Small mammals 

Picea abies 

Picea glauca 

Thuja occidentalis

RED PINE, CONIFER
 Red pine bark forms reddish-gray to reddish-orange scaly, flaky plates.

Red pines grow fast when young, becoming tall with straight trunks.

Mature Height: 50 - 80 feet
Mature Width:  20 - 40 feet 
Light Exposure: Full sun / partial sun 
Soil Preference: Acidic, sandy, well-drained soils
Growth Rate: Fast
Wildlife Attraction: The seeds of red pines are eaten by
songbirds and small mammals.

Abies balsamea 

Pinus resinosa 

BALSAM FIR - COOKS, CONIFER
 

Balsam fir has long been a preferred species for many consumers because of its
strong Christmas tree scent. It has dark green needles and excellent form.

 
Mature Height: 40 - 80 feet
Mature Width:  20 - 25 feet 

Light Exposure: Full sun / partial sun 
Soil Preference: Moist, cool, well-drained, acidic soil but will

tolerate some salt  
Growth Rate: Moderate, fast

Wildlife Attraction: Its dense foliage makes it important to
wildlife for cover and shelter.

 

SWAMP WHITE OAK, BROADLEAF DECIDUOUS
 

Striking tree with attractive peeling bark / Lobed leaves have a two - toned
appearance / More tolerant of poor drainage . Provides great fall color.

 

Mature Height: 50 - 80 feet
Mature Width: 20 - 30 feet 
Light Exposure: Full sun / partial sun 
Soil Preference: Acid soil, moist, 
Growth Rate: Moderate
Wildlife Attraction: Wildlife Browse, birds, pollinators

 

WHITE OAK,  BROADLEAF DECIDUOUS
 

In spring, oaks make catkins, and in the fall, they produce oval acorns with a
bumpy cap. White oak bark is light gray and ridged. Oaks are large, slow

growing trees that can live for hundreds of years.
 

Mature Height: 50 - 80 feet
Mature Width: 20 - 30 feet 

Light Exposure: Full sun to partial shade  
Soil Preference: Well - drained soil

Growth Rate: Moderate 
Wildlife Attraction: Birds, Small mammals, Deer, Browsers 

 

RED MAPLE, BROADLEAF DECIDUOUS
 

Red Maple is a valuable riparian buffer plant due mostly to it’s tolerance of wetter
soils. The fiery colors of fall are typically a brilliant red. It is also one of the earliest

flowering trees in the spring. 
 

Mature Height: 40 - 60 feet
Mature Width:  10 - 20 feet 
Light Exposure: Partial sun / partial shade
Soil Preference: Moist soil
Growth Rate: Fast
Wildlife Attraction: Birds, Small mammals, Browsers

ALLEGHENY SERVICEBERRY DECIDUOUS / Perennial / Pollinator 
 
 

Usually a multiple-trunked tree or shrub, 15-25 ft. tall, with dense, fine-textured
branching. White flowers occur in terminal clusters before the leaves appear and
are followed by summer berries turning from red to purple or nearly black. Blue-

green summer foliage can become orange or red in fall. Very easy to grow
and provides year-round interest.

Water Use: Medium
Light Requirement: Sun , Part Shade , Shade
Soil Moisture: Dry , Moist
Wildlife Attraction: A food plant for birds and small mammals.
Use Food: The sweet, juicy fruits are edible and rich in iron and
copper (Kershaw).

Amelanchier laevis

PAW PAW, DECIDUOUS / FRUIT TREE
 

Paw Paw produce an unusual, dark purple flower in spring, turning into a large (about
the size of a pear) bean-shaped pawpaw fruit in fall. The pawpaw, tasting of a mix of

mango, banana and citrus, is North America's largest native fruit.
 

Mature Height: 20 - 40 feet
Mature Width:  10 - 20 feet 

Light Exposure: Full sun to shade. Needs a moist environment 
Soil Preference:  fertile, moist soil that is slightly acidic, and will

sometimes tolerate wet soil. 
Growth Rate: Slow, moderate 

Wildlife Attraction: Birds, Small mammals

Asimina triloba 

Acer rubrum L.  

Quercus alba 

Quercus bicolor 

 

How can you tell if a white oak tree is swamp?
The leaves are large (5 to 7 inches long) with rounded, shallow lobes. They are dark

green above and gray to shiny white and downy below. The botanical name of swamp
white oak means "two color" referring to the strong contrast in color between the

upper and lower surfaces of the leaf
 

These two oaks are sometimes confused; young white oaks growing in shade have
shallowly-lobed leaves that can be confused with those of swamp white oaks. Although
swamp white oaks are naturally found on wetter sites, both species are widely planted

and can be found together in landscaping.

 Start an eco-friendly Christmas tradition by planting your own Balsam Fir! 
Your family will cherish and celebrate this new tradition for many years to come! 

*Edible fruit!

*Edible fruit!

Tree Sale and Order Pick-up: APRIL 28th, 2023 from 9AM - 6PM at 1668 Lincoln Road, Allegan, MI 49010

ORDERS DUE: APRIL 14th, 2023



AMERICAN PLUM,  SMALL TREE / POLLINATOR
 

Usually found forming thickets on sandy to open forested sites; along streams, lakes and
borders of forests / Plums are eaten fresh and used in preserves / Good for erosion

control 
Mature Height: 15 - 40 feet
Mature Width: 6 - 12 feet 
Light Exposure: Full sun  
Soil Preference: Moist, rich, well - drained soil 
Growth Rate: Moderate 
Wildlife Attraction: Birds, Small mammals, Browsers 

1668 Lincoln Road, Allegan, MI 49010
PH: (269) 941 -6165
Web: Allegancd.org

Email: Kaylin.jablonski@macd.org

AMERICAN HAZELNUT DECIDUOUS 
The American Filbert is a multi-stemmed shrub with a rounded top and an open, often

wide-spreading base. Because of its size, it is adapts well to naturalizing and other
nonformal areas. It bears annual, abundant crops of small, sweet tasting nuts. 

 

Mature Height: 10 - 18 feet
Light Exposure: Full sun, shade
Soil Preference: acidic, alkaline, loamy, moist, rich, sandy, well-drained and clay
soils. It is drought-tolerant.
Growth Rate: Moderate
Wildlife Attraction: Wildlife Browse, birds, small mammals

Corylus americana

RED - OSIER DOGWOOD,  DECIDUOUS SHRUB *POLLINATOR
 

Used in landscaping in front of evergreens that will show off the dark red
winter stems / yellowish white flowers appear late May and bluish - white

fruit in late summer
 

Mature Height: 7 - 9 feet
Mature Width: 7 - 9  feet 

Light Exposure: Full sun / partial sun 
Soil Preference: Moist, well - drained, wet soil 

Growth Rate: Moderate, fast 
Wildlife Attraction: Birds, Small mammals, wildlife browse 

 
Cornus sericea subsp. sericea

Prunus americana 

NINEBARK, FLOWERING SHRUB / Pollinator
 

Versatile deciduous flowering shrub / Unique exfoliating bark /
Flowers in late spring and bears red fruit late summer / Hardy

Mature Height: 5 - 10 feet
Mature Width:  6 - 8 feet 
Light Exposure: Full sun / partial sun 
Soil Preference: Clay, loamy, can stand drought and flooding
Growth Rate: Fast
Wildlife Attraction: Wildlife Browse, birds

 

Physocarpus opulifolius

Planting Guidelines 

When planting bare root stock by hand, use a shovel to dig a hole large enough to
spread the roots in a natural, uncrowded way, add soil around the roots to the root
collar, and tap firmly to exclude air. You can also use a planting bar, or dibble, to

make a vertical slit in the soil and to repack the soil around the tree after planting. 
Be careful not to crowd the roots, and make sure the soil is firmly replaced. 

If possible, water the trees after planting. 
 

Sargent, M.S and Carter, K.S., ed. 1999. Managing Michigan Wildlife: A Landowners Guide.

Storage
Be prepared to plant your seedlings as soon as possible after
receiving them. Do not let roots dry out! 

Store plants in a cool, shaded area, such as a garage or
basement. It is best to plant in early spring or late fall when the
plants are dormant. 

Site Selection
Consider the mature size of your seedlings. Trees and shrubs
prefer specific growing conditions, so make sure the location
you choose is best suited for that species. Be aware of overhead
obstructions and underground power lines, septic tanks or
housing foundations. 

Watering
Watering at intervals will help newly planted trees and shrubs to
become established and grow successfully. Mulching with bark,
peat moss, or straw retains soil moisture and holds down
competing weeds or grass. Take care to avoid over watering,
since trees take up oxygen through their roots. Planting trees
that are adapted to your property will ensure that minimal care
is needed.

Protection
It is important to protect your seedlings from wildlife. Support
stakes, wire mesh, or tree sleeves (tree guards) can be placed
around the seedling to prevent browsing. 

 Poor maintenance may delay the growth of your trees and cause them to die or require replanting. 

*Edible fruit!*Edible nuts!

- Thank you! 

https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/publications/pdfs/huntingwildlifehabitat/landowners_guide/Introduction/Glossary.htm#Dormant

